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May 14, 2025 

Special Meeting  

 

Meeting Attendees: Cindy Lignar, Chester; Carol Jones, Deep River; Irene Haines, East Haddam; David Cox, East 
Hampton; Robert McGarry, Haddam; Eric Couture, Killingworth; Benjamin Florsheim, Middletown; Jennifer 
Donahue, Old Saybrook; Michael Pelton, Portland; Darlene Briggs, Westbrook; Chris Cambareri, Middlesex County 
Chamber of Commerce; Jim Jackson, CT Small Business Development Center; Susan Decina, DECD; Diane Arnold, 
Essex Bank; Steve Ciskowski, Chamber; Rebecca Mead, MCRC Administrator.  
 

The meeting was called to order at 9:34 a.m. by Chairman Darlene Briggs. 

 

MCRC 2025 Business Operating Grants – Administrator Rebecca Mead began by expressing gratitude to the Grant 

Subcommittee members for their work in planning and reviewing applications throughout this year’s grant cycle. 

Rebecca reported receiving 50 complete and eligible applications requesting a total of $1.2 million. Two members 

of the Subcommittee independently reviewed each application and submitted scores. The scores for each 

applicant were averaged, and the list was sorted from highest to lowest based on these scores. The Subcommittee 

then convened on May 6th to review and select grant recipients, considering both scores and reviewer 

recommendations. With $200,000 in funding available, they discussed whether partial funding would be beneficial 

if the full amount requested could not be provided. 

 

Once the recipients were selected, a review was conducted to determine whether the 11 recipients met the 50% 

funding requirement for woman, veteran, disabled, or minority-owned businesses. $156,000 of the $220,000 was 

allocated to businesses within these classifications.  

 

Four recipients are repeat recipients, having been awarded funding in 2023.   

 

Rebecca presented the list of recipients (not named), along with their scores, grant amounts, and business 

classifications.  

 

Chairman Darlene Briggs called for a motion to approve the recommendations of the Grant Subcommittee. 

Michael Pelton made the motion, and Cindy Lignar seconded it. All members voted in favor. The motion passed to 

approve the slate of 2024 Business Operating Grant recipients.   

 
Extension for Use of 2024 Grant Funding – Administrator Rebecca Mead stated that a 2024 recipient of the 

Business Operating Grants requested a three-month extension to spend the remaining funds. David Cox made a 



 

 

motion to authorize the extension of the funds for three months (through September 2025); Eric Couture seconded 

the motion. All in favor. The motion passed to allow the recipient to extend their expenses to September 2025.  

 

Next MCRC Meeting: Wednesday, July 16, 2025, 9:30 a.m. via Zoom.  

 

Following a motion by David Cox, seconded by Jennifer Donahue, MCRC voted to adjourn the April 2025 

meeting at 9:45 a.m.  


